REACHING OUT TO FARMERS IN YOUR COMMUNITY

Farmers are especially affected by policies on genetic engineering. 

Organic farmers are broadly opposed to the technology because 
1) GE seed and other GMO products are forbidden under organic certification standards, and 
2) Growing GE crops near non-GE ones of the same species will contaminate the non-GE crop via spread of pollen at the time of flowering. For an organic farmer to have his or her crop contaminated means it has been destroyed. 

Many conventional farmers also oppose GE crops. They may have had experience with the high technology fees required to “license” the seeds, may have found the crop’s performance unsatisfactory under conditions of drought, excessive heat, or other stress, or they may know one of the hundreds of farmers who have been sued by Monsanto (and in some cases lost their farms) for saving and replanting “licensed” seed. 

Some conventional farmers in Massachusetts, however, do grow GE crops. Since almost all commercial GE crops are either corn, soybeans, cotton, or canola, and since few of the latter three are grown in New England, corn is the most likely GE crop to be grown here. Dairy farmers, in particular, may grow GE corn as cattle feed so that they can spray it with the herbicide RoundUp to kill weeds without going to the trouble of mechanical tillage. 

People who are engaged in bringing resolutions to their towns can reach out to farmers in their communities and alert them that such resolutions are coming up on the town meeting warrant. Depending on which category a farmer falls into, he or she may be more or less supportive. In any case, however, it is important to explain why you care so much about genetic engineering, and why you are bringing up the issue at town meeting. Most of us care about the continued viability of farms in our communities, and since the livelihood of organic farmers can be threatened by the spread of GE seed, and there are serious questions about the impacts of GE crops on human health and the environment, it is a legitimate issue for education and discussion. 

REPORTS ON FARMING-ISSUES THAT ARE RELATED TO GENETIC ENGINEERING:

It can be helpful to provide farmers in your community with reports on specifically how genetic engineering has affected the farm economy as a whole. All of these reports are available online, and may be helpful for making the case: 

The Financial liability that GE farmers assume when using these crops: 


-GMO Liability Threats for Farmers: Legal Issues Surrounding the Planting of Genetically Modified Crops (Nov. 1, 2001) 

The Economic Impacts of GE crops Since 1996: 


-

 HYPERLINK "http://www.iatp.org/iatp/publications.cfm?accountID=258&refID=77532"
The Bt Premium Price: What Does it Buy? The Impact of Extra Bt Corn Seed Costs on Farmer Earnings and Corporate Finances (Feb. 1, 2002) 


-When Does it Pay to Plant Bt Corn?

 HYPERLINK "http://www.iatp.org/iatp/publications.cfm?accountID=258&refID=77533"
 Farm-Level Economic Impacts 
of Bt Corn, 1996-2001 (Dec. 1, 2001) 

The Impact on Pesticide Reliance: 


-Genetically Engineered Crops and Pesticide Use in the United States: The First Nine Years (October 25, 2004)

-Do GM Crops Mean Less Pesticide Use?

The Legal Threats of the Biotechnology Industry Against Farmers: 


-Monsanto vs. U.S. Farmers Report (January 13, 2005)


LISTINGS OF FARMERS IN YOUR COMMUNITY: 

-NOFA/Mass publishes an Organic Food Guide which lists many organic farms in the state. http://www.nofamass.org/programs/ofg/index.php 

-Communities Involved in Supporting Agriculture (CISA) has an excellent resource called "CISA's 2005 Farm Products Guide." The resource is a public Internet listing of farms that can be searched by town. Although the guide does not include all farms, it "contains the most comprehensive and diverse listing of local farm products in the Pioneer Valley," including many farms as well as some stores and markets http://www.buylocalfood.com/find.html 

- If you are trying to learn more about your local agricultural community, you may be able to get some help by contacting your local agricultural commission.

