Resolution adopted by Amherst, Mass Town Meeting on May 8, 2006

Resolution - Genetically Engineered Food Labeling Legislation

To see if the town will vote to make the following  request for legislation:

Whereas, there exists, both within the United States and internationally, substantial scientific dispute about the safety of food products derived from genetically engineered (GE) organisms; and,

Whereas, in situations where scientific experts are divided about the safety of a particular food product, consumers ought to easily be able to choose whether or not to purchase and consume food products derived from GE organisms;

Now, therefore, be it resolved that the Amherst Representative Town Meeting:

1) requests that our United States Senators, Edward M. Kennedy and John Kerry, our Congressional Representative, John W. Olver, our Governor, Mitt Romney, our State Senator, Stanley Rosenberg, and our State Representative, Ellen Story, sponsor and support legislation that would enact mandatory labeling by manufacturers and processors of all GE food and seed; and,

2) additionally requests that the Amherst Town Clerk transmit a copy of this resolution with the vote of the Town Meeting thereon to the elected officials named above.”

Resolution - Farmer Liability Protection Legislation

To see if the town will vote to make the following  request for legislation:

Whereas, certain genetically engineered (GE) crops have been shown to cross-pollinate with non-GE crops on adjacent farmland; and

Whereas, such cross-pollination has been deemed by the corporate distributors of GE crops to be infringement on their patented genetic materials by owners of said adjacent farmland; and

Whereas, such corporate distributors have used their considerable financial resources to attempt to claim both patent infringement against the owners of adjacent farmland and ownership of any farm product resulting from the unsolicited migration to adjacent farmland of the genetic materials from farm products grown from their GE seeds:

Now, therefore, be it resolved that the Amherst Representative Town Meeting:

1) requests that our United States Senators, Edward M. Kennedy and John Kerry, our Congressional Representative, John W. Olver, our Governor, Mitt Romney, our State Senator, Stanley Rosenberg, and our State Representative, Ellen Story, sponsor and support legislation defining any unwanted or unsolicited migration to adjacent farmland of the genetic materials from GE farm products as a trespass and tort by the corporate manufacturers of GE products and making said corporate manufacturers strictly liable for providing means of recovery for the owners of said adjacent farmland; and

2) additionally requests that the Amherst Town Clerk shall transmit a copy of this resolution with the vote of the Town Meeting thereon to the elected officials named above.”

Resolution - Legislative Moratorium on Genetically Engineered Foods and Crops

To see if the town will vote to make the following  request for legislation:

Whereas genetically engineered (GE) foods and crops have been shown to cause long-term damage to the environment, threaten rural economies, and may impair human health;

Whereas GE crops have been found to contaminate other farmers’ crops through cross-pollination, and are stringently regulated in more than 30 countries; and 

Whereas Congress and federal regulatory agencies have failed to adequately address this problem;

Now, therefore, be it resolved that the Amherst Representative Town Meeting:

1) requests that our United States Senators, Edward M. Kennedy and John Kerry, our Congressional Representative, John W. Olver, our Governor, Mitt Romney, our State Senator, Stanley Rosenberg, and our State Representative, Ellen Story, sponsor and support legislation that would enact a moratorium on the further growing of GE crops until there is credible and independent scientific evidence that these products are not harmful to our health, the environment, and the survival of family farms; and

2) additionally requests that the Amherst Town Clerk transmit a copy of this resolution with the vote of the Town Meeting thereon to the elected officials named above.”

